[Distribution of immunoglobulin-containing cell subclasses in the mucosa of the small intestine in children with celiac disease].
The number of cells containing the various subclasses of IgG and IgA were measured using monoclonal in 20 small intestinal biopsy specimens taken from 16 coeliac children. From 8 coeliac patients specimens were taken before dietary treatment. Specimens were analysed from 7 patients on gluten free diet and from 5 after gluten challenge. In addition, 11 control specimens were studied. The cells of each IgG and IgA subclass were present in significantly higher densities in the specimens from the children with coeliac disease on a normal diet than in those from controls. The distribution of the different IgA and IgG subclasses did not differ significantly from that of controls. The significant increase of cells containing the different IgG and IgA subclasses in the small intestinal mucosa of coeliac children indicates that these cells play a role in the pathogenesis of this disease. The analysis of these cells may help in the histological diagnosis of coeliac disease.